T Academy of 2024 Annual Meeting
|M Court-Appointed March 7-9, 2024
Neutrals Fort Lauderdale, FL

Thursday, March 7

12:00pm - 4:30pm Registration Open
Promenade Ballroom

1:30pm - 1:45pm President’s Welcome & Sponsorship Recognition
Promenade Ballroom
1:45pm - 3:00pm Making It Happen: The Intersection of Neutrals & Al

Hon. Tanya R. Kennedy
New York Supreme Court Appellate Division, First Dept., New York, New
York

Aron Ahmadia
Relativity, Arlington, Virginia

Jerry Bui
FTI Consulting, Dallas, Texas

Maribel Rivera
Association of Certified E-Discovery Specialists, Brooklyn, New York

Moderated by Kassi Burns
King & Spalding, Fort Worth, Texas
3:00pm - 3:15pm Sponsor Spotlight: Huntington Bank
What | Do: Hon. Mac McCoy (USMJ M.D. Fla.) (Ret.)

3:15pm - 3:30pm Break
3:30pm - 4:30pm Making It Happen: Court-Appointed Neutrals and Scientific Experts in

Environmental Cases Panel

John Doherty
Environmental Law Institute, Washington D.C.

Hon. Gustavo A. Gelpi
United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit,
San Juan Puerto Rico

Professor Keith W. Rizzardi
Nova Southeastern University College of Law, Davie, Florida




Sandra Thiam
Environmental Law Institute, Silver Spring, Maryland

4:30pm - 4:45pm What’s Up: An Update from Merril Hirsh on Where We Are In Developing the
Profession

5:30pm - 7:00pm Welcome Reception
Lido Terrace

7:00pm - 9:00pm Annual Dinner: New Fellow Induction, Recognition of New Members,
Presentation of Incubator Class of 2023, Sponsor Recognition, Keynote
Presentation
Point Room

Keynote Speaker: Hon. Benes Z. Aldana
President of National Judicial College, Reno, Nevada

9:00pm After-Hours Networking
Lobby Bar

Friday, March 8

7:30am - 5:00pm Registration Open
Promenade Ballroom

7:30am - 8:15am Continental Breakfast
Promenade Ballroom

8:15am - 9:30am Making It Happen: The Use of Neutrals in the New York Opioid Case

Hon. Anthony Marano
New York Supreme Court Appellate Term Second Judicial Department
(Ret.), Valley Stream, New York

Hon. Jerry Gargulio
Supreme Court of the State of New York County of Suffolk, Central Islip,
New York

Harvey Besunder
Egan & Golden, LLP, East Setauket, New York

John L Juliano
John L. Juliano, P.C., Lake Grove, New York

Thomas McNamara
Certilman Balin Adler & Hyman LLP, Port Washington, New York
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9:30am - 9:45am

9:45am - 10:00am

10:00am - 11:00am

11:00am - 11:15am

11:15am - 11:45am

11:45am - 12:45pm

12:45pm - 1:15pm

1:15pm - 2:30pm

Sponsor Spotlight: JND Legal Administration
What | Do: Claudia Rast

Break

Making It Happen: Making Better Use of Neutrals in Family Law

Hon. James E. Graves
United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit

Ronne Kaplan
Kaplan Family Law, Sandy Springs, Georgia

LaJuanda Williams-Griffin
Resolvelt ADR Services, Inc., Clinton, Mississippi

Moderated by: Susan McDonald
McDonald Dispute Resolution, Nashville, Tennessee

Sponsor Spotlight: Epiq

What | Do: Margie Echevarria

Making It Happen: An Interview with ABA Section of Dispute Resolution Chair

Ana Sambold
Sambold Law & ADR Services, La Jolla, California

Interviewed by: Merril Hirsh
HirshADR PLLC, Washington D.C.

Networking Lunch

Making It Happen: The Challenges of Judging the January 6 Capitol Riot Cases
Hon. Paul L. Friedman
US District Court for the District of Columbia, Washington D.C.

Making It Happen: Resolution of the 2021 Surfside, Florida Condominium
Collapse

Hon. Michael A. Hanzman
Florida 11* Circuit Court (Ret.), Miami, Florida

Rachel Wagner Furst
Maderal Byrne & Furst PLLC, Miami, Florida

Judd G. Rosen
Goldberg & Rosen, Miami, Florida

Michael I. Goldberg
Akerman, Fort Lauderdale, Florida
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2:30pm - 2:45pm

2:45pm - 4:15pm

4:15pm - 4:30pm

4:30pm - 4:50pm

5:30pm - 9:45pm

Break

Moderated by Thomas F. Icard Jr.
Icard, Merrill, Cullis, Timm, Furen & Ginsburg, P.A., Sarasota, Florida

Making It Happen: Why? Why Not? A Conversation with Judges and

Experienced Neutrals Discussing the Use of Court-Appointed Neutrals

Hon. Denise L. Cote
US District Court for the Southern District of New York, New York, New
York

Hon. Paul L. Friedman
US District Court for the District of Columbia, Washington D.C.

Hon. Judith E. Levy
US District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan, Ann Arbor,
Michigan

Interviewed by:

Deborah Greenspan
Blank Rome LLP, Washington D.C.

Randi llyse Roth
Complex Settlements, P.C., Saint Paul, Minnesota

What | Do: Bernard Charbonnet & Ellie Vilendrer

Reflections on the Work of Neutrals in the Historic African-American
Farmers’ Race Discrimination Case, Pigford v. Vilsack: Central Figures
Compare Lessons Learned a Decade Later

Hon. Paul L. Friedman
United States District Court for the District of Columbia, Washington
D.C.

Alva Dial

Escalations Coordinator on Assignment with PwC, Washington D.C.
Nicole Hamann

Epiq

Michael K. Lewis

JAMS, Inc., Washington D.C.

Randi llyse Roth
Complex Settlements, P.C., Saint Paul, Minnesota

Riverboat Tour & Tropical Isle Dinner
Sponsored by Western Alliance & LitPRO

Page 4



801 Seabreeze Boulevard, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316

Meet in the B Resort Hotel Lobby at 5:30pm to make the six-minute walk as a

group to the boat. The Riverboat leaves the dock promptly at épm.

Saturday, March 9

8:00am - 11:00am

8:00am - 9:00am

9:00am - 10:15am

10:15am - 11:15am

11:15am - 11:30am

11:30am

Registration Open
Promenade Ballroom

Continental Breakfast
Promenade Ballroom

Making It Happen: Cutting Edge Dispute Trends

Hon. Gail Andler (Ret.)
JAMS, Dana Point, California

Deborah Greenspan
Blank Rome LLP, Washington D.C.

Tina Patterson
Jade Solutions, LLC, Germantown, Maryland

Janice Sperow
Sperow ADR Services, La Mesa, California

Making It Happen: The Ethical Neutral - Would Your Grandmom Approve?

Edgar C. Gentle llI
Gentle, Turner & Benson, LLC, Hoover, Alabama

William Johnston

Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP, Washington, Delaware

David Leonard
Dave Leonard Arbitration, LLC, Brookhaven, Georgia

Dennis A. Rendleman

Former Chief Counsel to the ABA Standing Committee on Ethics and

Professional Responsibility, Springfield, Illinois
ACAN Annual Business Meeting

Adjourn

Page 5



